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LAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to
secure to all its citizens: JUSTICE, social
economic and political; LIBERTY of
thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all FRA-
TERNITY assuring the dignity of the in-
dividual and the unity and integrity of
thie Nation; IN OUR CONSTITUENT

BJP Breaks Cycle In UP;
AAPheavals In Punjab

Decpika Joshi

(TTE)

Five years of double in-
cumbency: memoncs of &
devastating pandemic that
killed and displaced thou-
sands.  dented
worsened the already sen-
ous challenge of unem-
ployment and tnggered
inflation. and an awkward
retreat after a brussing con-
with

growth

frontation

farmers The odds
not have been loaded more
adversely Yet, PM Modi
managed to defy them to
lead BJP to a resounding
4:1 victory, in a perform-
ance that agamn attested to
his appeal as the saffron
talisman and underlined
BJP's domination of Indian

could

politics

On a day when
Delli chief  mumister
Arvind Keniwal's AAP

stcamrolled its opponents
to score a landshde win in
Punjab. smashing the stub-
bom historical barmer that
has hitherto restricted re-
gional parties to their home
ground, it was the BJP-led
Modh that dwarfed the ficld
elsewhere., pre-emi-
nence stamped starker than
ever before They also af-
firm the success of the ef-
fort to turn the party 1nto a
pro-poor plat form with
goodwill among large scc-
nons of women. as well as
of the expeniment to use
transparent and efficient
delivery of welfare

i"ns

schemes in to dilute caste
identities  amd  subsume
them into the larger Hin
dutva fold

UP now scems to
have been transtormed mto
the second un Hindutva
luboratory after Gujarat,
though the state's giant sizc
1s an obvious point of dif
ference. Home 1o 80 Lok
Sabha seats, it played a sig-
nificant in Modr's
back-to back LS majonties
and the BIP's success this
time would naturally be re-

role

assunng to the party in the
long run-up to the 2024 na
tional elections. Congress
demohuon in Punjab puts
a big question mark on the
party’s ¢laim to be the nat
ural leader of opposition

Soanng fuel prices burden house-
holds across the nation

Lucknow
Since March 22, Petrol and

diesel prces increased by Rs
10 per litre cach over 14 re-
visions. According to a price
notification of fuel retailers,
petral in Delhi costs Rs

105 41 per htre and diesel
Rs 96.67 per htre

In Mumba:. petrol

#r v #
8 . ¢ d d 93 e n and diesel prices per litre are
wan fy ar fa at Rs 12051 and Rs 104 77 “crse duty cut of Rs > a litre
1y W2 @ ¢ T 2022 ? @ g respectively. In Chennai.  on petrol and Rs 10 a hitre on
Nore ot B i | T petrol costs Rs 1O KBS per  diesel and many states also
1 f "2 Y by 1 htre and diesel Rs 10094 Jowening state tax

M-, . e P & 54937 3 per e In Kolkata. petrol s price
d 3 m ¥ at Rs 11512 per htre and s increasin ad an com
b ! 2 11 1 dhesel Rs 99 K3 per hare mon man nsing the expends
- 3 224 ¢ 3 Every day at6 am Ture and aking i
1 4§ any changes n petrol and  unmanag to balance the

dicsel prices take eflect
From November 3. 2021
until March 22 had

been a frecze on fuel prices

there

despate the smke in interna
tonal crude ol prices due o
the central government's €x

financial resources. As an ef

fect of the Pandemic. m

have witnessed a sige
jobs lost a

< i the

number of
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